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In the world there is no study so beneficial and so elevating as that of the
Upanisads. They are the product of the highest wisdom (Ausgehunt der hochsten
weisheit LOC. (cit II. page 428).

It has been the solace of my life, it will remain the solace of my death. (p. 425)

It is destined, sooner or later, to become the faith of the people. LOC

: (cit L. Page 59)
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If the reader has also received the benefit of the Vedas, the access to which by
means of the Upanishads, is in my eyes, the greatest priviledge which this still young
century (1818) may claim before all previous centuries....—Sacred Books of the East (U)
p- 59
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1. §9, 2. ¥, 3. &3, 4. WH, 5. qUSH, 6. HIGH, 7. W3, 8. IR, 9. BT, 10.
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1. Native philosophers devine it either from the root ‘Sad’ (¥%) in the sense of distruction, supposing
these ancient treatises to have reccived their name because they were intended to destroy passion and
ignorance by means of divine revelation or from the root ‘Sad’ (¥g) in the sense of approaching
because a knowledge of Brahman comes to us by means of the upanishad or because we approach
Brahman by their help.
—Sacred Books of the East Vol. I P. 79
Most European Scholars are agreed in deriving upanishad from the root ‘Sad’ (¥g) to sit down
preceded by the two prepositions ‘ni” (f1) down and ‘upa’ (39) near, so that it would express the
idea of session or assembly of pupils sitting down near their teacher to listen to his instructions.
’ —Sacred Books of the East Vol. 1. P. 79-80
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1 TwIes, Refis 3 @ 3 (1908) 90 55
2 &
3 ““In the world there is no study so beneficial and so elevating as that of the Upanishads. They are the

product of the highest wisdom. Ausgehunt der hochsten Weisheit Loc. cit. II, page 428.”"
‘It has been the solace of my life. It will remain the solace of my death.”” Loc. Cit. II. p. 425.

4 ““Land of ancient India : cradle of Humanity, hail : Hail revered Motherland whom centuries of
brutal invasions have not yet burried under dust of oblivion, Hail Fatherland of faith, of love, of
poetry and science, may we hail a revival of thy past in our western future.”’—Bible in India by
Jacaliat (La Bible Daus India)

5 g0 1em HUF-fEEr 3FaE g0 20
‘IufvE e afea -0 4, 7 W ER
e R TEAH-¥Aa0 30 6, 22
e} TERgufe wq-3FReeT

7 ¥¢y faeRUNMTRIHE Y-S

8 “‘The term upanishad literary means bringing nearest to us transcendental and make it exist for us.
They make the incomprehensible truth comprehensible. The sclf which is ever with us, but last to us
in the clouds of our misapprchensions, is unveiled and brought to our subjecturc experience by these
declarations, and so they arc called Upanisads.”

Swami Chinmayanand, Isavasya Upanisads, p. 44)

9 The quintence of the Upanishads lics in the realisation of two things, first that the body is not the
soul, sccond that the matter is not the God. This is not only a theoretical but practical teaching of
Upanisads.”’

Prem Nath Chaddha, Nine Upanisads, Introduction by Dr. Satyavrata Siddhantalankar.
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Some Preliminary Observations on the
Upanisadic Literature

Dr. D. P. DUBEY %

The Upanisadic literature occupies an important place in the religious life of India. In
the Upanisads an attempt has been made for the first time possibly to give expression to the
philosophical ideas of the Indian people. They are looked upon as the source of later
philosophies and philosophical systems including Carvaka, Buddhism, Jamism and in
modern period that of Arya Samaja. They are of great socio-religious value and are relevant
even to modern thought system. Paul Deussen has rightly remarked, ‘“The Upanisads are
for the Veda, what the New Testament is for the Bible.”’'. In the ensuing pages some
observations on the Upanisadic literature are made, though no originity is claimed so far.

The word ‘Upanisad’ is derived from the sad, to sit, preceded by prefixis upa (near)
and ni (down). It means sittings for the discussion of divine knowledge near the preceptor.
The Upanisads are aptly called Vedanta, the end of the Veda, that which is reserved for
those who have freed themselves from the useless bonds of formal religion. The words like
guhyavidya (hidden knowledge) and rahasyam (secret) are also used for the Upanisads.
Sankaracarya? uses this word in the sense of brahmvidya which destroys ignorance.

The Upanisadic literature is vast and varied. According to the Indian tradition there
are one hundred and eight Upanisads, but their number, infact, exceeds over two hundred®.
The Upanisads are subdivided into Principal Upanisads and Minor Upanisads. The Principal
Upanisads, on which Saﬁkarﬁcarya has commented are said to be eleven : I§a, Kena, Katha,
Mundaka, Pra$na, Manduokya, Taittiriya, Aitareya, Chandogya, Brihadiranyaka and

* Deptt. of Ancient Indian History and Archelogy, University of Allahabad, Allahabad,
Uttar Pradesh
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S$vetasvatara. Other Upanisads are popularly known as Minor Upanisads. Sankaricarya did
not comment on them, though he hus profusely quoted from Jabala, Brahmavindu,
Mahanarayana, and Kaivalya Upanisads. Some of them, about 40 1n nu'mber, extol the
worship of Siva (16), Visnu (17) & Sakti (08) and try to equat tbem with the Supre.me
Reality i.e., Brahman of the Principal Upanisads, t)ence they are designated as the scctzu:mn
Upanisads. The Svetasvatara Upanisad, which is Saiva in character, i_s regarded as the ‘hrst
among the sectarian Upanisads. Weber and Hopkins classify the Svetd$vatara Upanisad

‘among the sectarian Upanisads and say that this Upanisad has been wrongly attached to the

Krisna Yajurveda®. This Upanisad is a post-Buddhistic Upanisad because of its familiarity
with the technical terms of Sankhya and Yoga philosophies®. Bhandarkar suggests that this
Upanisad stands at the door of Bhakti school, it LISl:l’dHy refers to bhakti which ftinds a
difinite place in the scheme of the Bhagavadgitd. Sankaracarya citcs: this Upanisad as
Svetasvaranam mantropanisad. The present Upanisad seems to have Svetasvatara as the
personal author’ who taught it to the atyasramins (ascetics) who do not belong to any Veda
or Brihmana. No ordered movement of philosophical thoughts, irregular and arbitrary
meters, special treatment of Samkhya and Yoga, theistic and idealistic doctrines, doctrines
of bhakti etc. convince that this Upanisad does not fall in the category of the Principal
Upanisads.

It is very difficult to assign a date to the Upanisadic literature. The ten Principal
Upanisads are, however, not in any way posterior to the Vedas. Mitra and Cowell have
rightly remarked ‘‘The argument that a philosophy like that embodied in the Upanisads can
not exist side by side with the nature-worship of the Vedas, loses its force when the Suktas
of the Veda are regarded as symbolic only of those esoteric truths which are taught through
the Upanisads to the select few’’®. The Minor Upanisads, which discuss metaphysics,
ethics, ritual and social norms generally, have tentatively been placed between first century
A.D. and sixth century A.D., though some of them may be ascribed to as late a period as
fifteenth century A.D.’.

A study of the Principal Upanisads, on which §m‘1kumciiryu commented, has very
much attracted the attention of Indian as well as foreign scholars. A ot of work has been
done on them by scholars like Paul Deussen, Otto Wecker, F. Max Muller, A. George
Jacob, A. B. Keith, R.E. Hume, Archibald E. Gough, S. Radhakrishnan, R.D. Ranade, B.K.
Chattopadhyaya, M.P. Pandit, S.C. Chakravarti, Swami Nikhilananda, E. Roer, Swami
Prabhavananda, Swami Kriyananada Saraswati etc. A detailed bibliography on the
Upanisads can be found in the bibliography given by R.E. Hume in the Thirteen Principal
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Upanisads (Madras, 1962, pp. 461-515). F. Max Muller'® was thé first scholar to take pains
to translate the Upanisads into English as early as 1879 A.D. Until 1897 there was no
reliable and readable translation in German of these most important records of Indian
antiquity. A translation of sixty Upanisads satisfying all demands was completed and
published by Paul Deussen'' in 1987. Vaidika SanSodhna Mandala has, in 1958, brought
out an authentic edition of the Eighteen Principal Upanisadas in two volumes, which
includes practically ‘all the old and oldish Upanisads’ and incorporates parallels drawn
from the Vedic literatrue and elsewhere.

An introductory outline of the ten Principal Upanisads is given for the general
readership. The ISopanisads forms the fortieth or the last chapter of the Sukla Yajurveda. It
is available in two recensions-Kanva and Madhyandina. The four Kandas of Kenopanisad, .
which is also called Talavakaropanisad, corresponds to the section IV. 18-21 of the
Jaiminiyopanisad. It belongs to the Krisna Yajurveda, is divided into two adhyayas and
each adhyaya is subdivided into three vallis. The Kathopanisad 1. 1-9 is comparable with
the Taittiriya Brahmana III. 11-8.1-6. The Pra$nopanisad belongs to the Paippalada Sakha
of the Atharvaveda. The opening narrative seems to be an imitation of the Satapatha
Brahmana 10.6.11 and the Chandogyopanisad 5.11.1 f. the Mundakopanisad, often called as
the Mundopanisad, also belongs to the Atharvaveda. The Mandukyopanisad like the PraSna
and Mundaka Upanisads belongs to the Atharvaveda. It has the fundaemntal idea that the
entire universe is expressed in the syllable Om whose four matris are identified with the
four states of consciousness. The latter are the same as dealt with in the Chandagyopanisad
VIII. 7-12 which forms the basis of this Upanisad. The Mandukyakarikas of Gaudapada are
based upon this Upanisad and are only an amplification of speculation- contained in it.
Saitkaracarya calls this Upanisad Vedantartha-sara-Samgrahabhiitah. The Taittirtyopanisad
belongs to the Krisna Yajurveda and forms prapathakas 7-9 of the Taittiriyaranyaka. The
Aitareyopanisad belongs to the Rigveda. It is cited in three adhyayas, the first adhyaya
being divided in Khandass and Kandikas, while the last two adhyayas are divided in
Kandikas. The Chandogyopanisad, consisting of eight adhyayas, belongs to the Samveda.
Side by side with the Brihadaranyakopanisad, it is the biggest and most significant
collection of theologico-philosophical expressions, views, doctrines and legends. Practically
every adhyaya is an independent unit, although it appears, in many cases, that the adhyaya
itself is made up of several minor units. The Brihadaranyakopanisad, one of the oldest and
most important ones, forms the concluding part of the forteenth Kanda of the Satapatha
Brahmana of the Sukla Yajurveda. It is both an Aranyaka and an Upanisad, and as its very
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name suggests it is voluminous in extent.

The Principal Upanisads are the chief treatises which try to answer the fundamental
question related to know ones own sclf. They advocate the way of knowledge. The
quintessence of Upanisadic religion may be summed up in one sentencel]**The universe is
Brahman, but the Brahman is the Atman’’. The beautiful dialogue" between Yijnavalkya
and Maitreyi expresses the doctrine that atman is one with universe and that everything
exists only in so far it is the coganitive Self: Striking restlessly to solve the riddle of the
universe and to grasp the nature of the Self, the authors of the Upanisads enunciated the
great doctrine that ultimate reality is one, Brahman, which is self-illumined. self subsistent,
True knowledge alone leads to infinite bliss by the absorption of the individual Atman in
the world Atman i.e. Brahman. The Upanisads thus teach the philosophy of absolute unity.
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A note on the probable chronology of
Adi Sankara’s Upanisad-Bhasya

Dr. Jaydev Jani *

Upanisads are the earliest texts in the world investigating into the spiritualism and
para psychology with positive approach and with successful results. The texts, as such, are
commented upon by many ancient, mediaval and modern stalwarts of philosophy. The
Upanisadic texts, therefore, are almost nearer to our understanding of their original
meaning.

The main object of this paper is somewhat different and off-side to the content of the
Upanisads. From among 235' or above Upanisadic texts, 10 are accepted as authentic texts
for three reasons : (1) they are accepted as the oldest, (2) Muktikopanisad enlists them in that
order, and (3) Adi Sankara’s (including other Acharyas) commentary is available on them.

The question about the abstruse or obscure meaning of the texts is much discussed
since the time of Brahmasttras, but the present point of discussion is—which of 10
Upanisads comes first when a beginner or a seeker of truth or a student of Sanskrit or of
Philosophy wants to start with?

The close and careful study of Adi Sankara’s commentary on the Upanisads draw
one’s attention to the fact that his purpose was, though of founding his theory of Absolute
Monism, to introduce with easier text to the highly philosophical text. It must be born in
mind that the order in which the Muktikopanisad enlists the Upanisads is for the sake of
rendering them in a metrical form. It has nothing to do with the chronology of the
Upanisads at all.?

The order of preference in acquiring gradual proficiency in the Vedanta philosophy

* Reader, Deptt. of Sanskrit, M.S. University, Baroda, Gujarat
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can be discussed on the basis of 02 evidences. The first by considering the gradual higher
philosophy discussed in the 10 principal Upanisads (Svetasvatara is not taken into
consideration). ' '

‘The Kathopanisad or Kathakopanisad (01) is easy, simple in diction and precise in
imparting the preliminaries of the Vedanta. The dialogue style generates the interest among
the seekers of the Truth. The Mundakopanisad (02) referring to the lineage of teachers
introduces the two types of knowledge and imparts a little more advanced philosaphy of the
Vedanta. The Prasnopanisad (03) being a type of a supplementary text eleborates the Prina
topics not dealt with elaborately in the Mundaka.

The ISopanisad or Samhitopanisad (04) specifically elaborating the two kinds or types
of knowledge with precise and perfect idea introduces the clear picture ol Brahman, while
the Mandikyopanisad (05) introduces the symbolic form of the omni-present Brahman for
an easier Upasana leading to the Samadhi. The Chandogyopanisad (06) begins with various
advanced Upasanas followed by interesting stories bearing the nature of the Brahman, the
realisation of which can not co-exist with rites.

The Kenopanisad (07) focusses on the nature of Brahman that can be realised through
non-egoism as revealed in the story of Haimavati Uma. The same idea is furthered in the
Brhadaranyakopanisad (08) by introducing the Asvamedha-upaasana and bringing the
seeker nearer to the pure nature of Brahman through the style of arguments in the assembly
of King Janaka and through the discussions of Yajnavalkya with Maitreyi and others.

The Aitareyopanisad (09) dealing with the cosmogenic creation theory leads the
seeker to the Self-realisation through the 02 methods called adhyaropa (superimposition)
and apavadada (de-superimposition). The last comes the Taittiriyopanisad (10) which is of
the form of a convocational address and so it speaks of the highest point of ivestigation
called Rasa-mimamsa perceived on the perfection of the desirelessness.

The second evidence in fixing the probable chronology of the Adi Sunkara's
commentary on the Upanisads is designed on the following methodology :

(1) cross-references, and

(2) introductory and the conclusion.

01. Kathopanisad or Kathakopanisad : [t derives its name after the name of Katha
Muni. It consists of 02 chapters, cach divided into (3 parts called Valli, and ecach
containing 29+25+17+15+15+18=119 Mantras.

In 119 Mantras Adi Sankara quotes 09 from Brhadaranyaka (=Br) (with 02
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references), 03 from Chandogyopanisad (=CU) (with 01 reference), 02 from each of the
Mundakopanisad (=MU) and Gita, and 0l from each of the Rgveda (+RV),
Taittiriyopanisad (=TU), CityUpanisad, [tihasopanisad, Visnu and Linga Puranas.

For a seeker of Truth Katha comes first to start with, because its Bhasya begins with
03 etymological explanations of the term Upanisad. Adi Sankara simply comments on
Vidya and Avidya under I. ii. 4, while the same Mantra is quoted in the discussion at the
conclusion of the Isa. It presents nowhere the expressions like uktam (said) or vyakhyatam
(explained). |

02. Mundakopanisad : It is so named for two reasons : (1) the study of this
Upanisad was restricted to the Shavenheads i.e. renouncers, and (2) its teaching leaves the
student clean like a shaven-headed person.

It consists of 03 chapters called mundaka, each divided into 02 sections called khanda
containing 09+13+10+11+10+11=64 Mantras. In 64 Mantras of the Mundakopanisad he
quotes 04 from CU, 03 from Manusmrti (=MS), 02 from each of the Br, Kathopanisad
(=KaU) (with 01 ref.), Svetasvataropanisad (=SU) and Mahabharata (=MBH), 01 from each
of the Prasnopanisad (=PU), Mahanarayanopanisad (=MNU), Itihasopanisad and Gita (ref).

Mundakopanisad or Atharvanopanisad makes a cursory remark for the term
Upanisad.®

03. Prasnopanisad : It derives its name from the 06 questions put to Sage Pippalada
by 06 students. It consists of 16+13+12+11+07+08=67 (15 verses and 52 prose) Mantras.
In 67 Mantras of the Prasnopanisad he quotes 12 from CU (with 01 ref.), 04 from MU
(with 02 ref.), 01 from each of TU, Aitareyopanisad (=AU) and MnU and 01 reference of
the Mandukyopanisad (=MdU).

04. ISopanisad or Vijasaneyi-samhitopanisad : It derives its name from the very
opening words of the first verse. It is the only Upanisad found as an integral part i.e. 40th
chapter of the Sukla Yajurveda. It consists of 18 verses. In 18 Mantras of the ISopanisad he
quotes 13 from Br (with 02 ref.), and 01 from each of the Mu, SU, Taittirya Aranyaka
(=TA), Taittiriyopanisad (=TU), MBh and Gita.

Its Bhisya being post-Katha is unobjectionable. He gives a briet explanation’ of the
Anubandha-catustaya as the Introductory.

05. Mandiikyopanisad : It derives its name after Mandikya Muni. It contains the
quentessence of the entire Upanisadic teaching in the passage form. It analyses the human
consciousness in three states : waking, dream and deep or dreamless sleep, through which it
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asserts that the ultimate Reality is monistic or non-dual (a-dvaita). It also presents one of
the 04 Mahavakyas—This self is Brahman (ayam atma brahmz}).

In 12 Mantras of the Mandikyopanisad,” he quotes 20 from Br, 14 from CU, 04 from
MU, 03 from Gita, 02 from each of the KaU, PU and TU, and 01 from each of the AA,

- Taittiriya Aranyaka (=TA), [Sopanisad (=I$a), KU, SU and MaitryUpanisad.

It is possible that Adi Sankara wrote the Bhasya on the text of this Upanisad first
followed by the rest of the Upanisads and then only on the Karikas, because (1) it begins
with the stanzas of salutation and (2) the word alata (firebrand) of IV. 47-50 is explained®
under Aitareya IV. 1, but not under the Kariki 4.1.

06. Chandogyopanisad : It derives its name after the Chandogas welknown as Sama-
Veda singers. It forms the last part of the 08 chapters of the Chandogya Brahmana. It
consists of 08 chapters divided into [3+24+19+17+24+16+26+15=154 Sections called
Khanda, containing 104+082+094+078+088+069+51+062=628 Mantras. In 628 Mantras of

" the Chandogyopanisad he quotes 54 from Br (with 02 ref), 07 from cach of the Kall, TU
and Gita (with 01 ref.), 06 from each of the MU, Aitareya Brahmana (=AB) and Visnu-
Purana (=VP), and 01 from cach of the KU, AU, Taittirtya Samhita (=TS), Yajurveda,
Mandala-brahmana, Nrsimhottaratdpinyupanisad (=NpU) and MdU. It contains one of the
04 Mahavakyas viz. Tattvam asi (Thou are That).

The Bhasya on this is posterior to Katha and Mundaka.

07. Kenopanisad or Tavalkaropanisad : [t derives its name from the very first word
of the opening verse, and the other name comes from the branch of the same name of the
Samaveda. Adi Sankara has written 02 commentaries called Pada-Bhasya and Vakya-
Bhasya on this Upanisad which prove its importance.'

It consists of 04 parts (khanda) containing 09+05+12+09=35 Mantras. In 35 Muantras
of the Kenopanisad (bada—bhﬁsya only) he quotes 24 from Br, 10 from CU (with 01 ret.),
08 from each of the KaU, 05 from MU and Gita, 04 from AA. 02 from cach of the PU and
TU, and 01 from each of the TB, I$a, Kaivalyopanisad (=KvU), MBh and Visnu-smiriti.

The Bhasya on this Upanisad is posterior to those of Katha and Chandogya.

! 08. Brhadaranyakopanisad : It derives its name after the last hook Aranyaka of the
Satapatha Brahmana. The first member (brhad) of the mlc 1s taken in several senses like
““great, large, voluminous’” or *‘dealing with Brahman.”” It consists of 06 chapters, divided
into 47 sections called Brahmana containing 80+06+93+92+30+75=436 Mantras (including
prose). It consists of 03 parts called Kanda.
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In 436 Mantras and passages of the Brhadaranyaka, he quotes 74 from CU (with 02
ref.) 40 trom Gita (with 01 ref.), 36 from Satapatha Brahmana (with 03 ref.) 33 from KaU,
25 from MU, 23 from TU, 16 from each of the I§a and MBh, 19 from MS, 14 from each of
the AU and TS, 09 from RV (with 01 ref.), 07 from each of the PU and SU, 05 from each
of the KU, Tandya Mahabrahmana and Vasistha-smriti, 04 from Bahvrca Brahmana, 03
from each of the MnU, Jabalopanisad and Apastamba-sitra, 02 from each of the AA, MU,
kku. NpU, KathasrutyUpanisad, Gautama-dharmasiitra, Sivapurana and Visnupurana, 01
from each of the TB, AB, Gautama-smrti and Vayupurana.

The Bhasya on this being posterior to those of the katha, Mundaka, Prasna, ISa,
Chandogya and Kena is proved on the strength of the internal evidence.

09. Aitareyopanisad or Bahvrca-Brahmanopanisad : It is so named after the name of
the Aranyaka authored by Aitareya, son of Itara. In 03 chapters consisting of 06 sections and
=34 (the last one being the Santi-) Mantras. In 33 Mantras of the Aitareyopanisad he quotes 33
from Br (with 01 ref.), 07 from KkU, 04 from each of the Isa and CU (with 01 ref.), 03 from
each of the AA, TU and SU, 02 from each of the RV, Gita and 02 untraced passages, 01 from
each of the TS, KaU, KU, MU, KvU, Narada-parivrajakopanisad, Harivamsa and MS.

The Bhasya on this Upanisad is posterior to those of the Chandogya and even
Brhadaranyaka.

10. Taittiriyopanisad : It derives its name after the name of the branch of that name
of the Krsna Yajurveda. It consists of 03 parts'' called Valli, divided into 31 Anuvakas
containing 26+13+15=54 Mantras. In 54 Mantras and passages of the Taittirfyopanisad he
quotes 31 from CU (with 01 ref.), 19 from Br, 05 from MU, 02 from each of the KaU, PU,
AU (with 01 ref), SU and MS, 01 from each of the TA, Isa, KkU, MBh, Gita, Apastamba-
siitras and Apastamba-smyriti.

The Bhasya on this Upanisad seems posterior to those of Katha, Mundaka,
Chandogya, Brhadaranyaka and even to the Aitareya.

Conclusion

The study of the language, diction and style of Adi Sankara’s commentary presenting
the quotations and references from the Upanisadic texts, thus leads to the conclusion that
Adi Saikara had definitely in his mind a particular sequence in writing the commentary,
and that too, for the convenience and easier study of the texts aiming at the need of the
seekers of Truth or the students of the Vedanta.
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There is another noteworthy point about the Svetasvataropanisad. In almost all the
places of quotations of this Upanisad, he gives the words like Mantra-varna' or Mantra-

varnat or sometimes by name as SvetiSvatariya.
Out of approximately 850, some of the quotations and references occur twice or thrice

or even more times, which establishes the prime importance of the Mantra or the passage in

the Vedanta.

The present study' tries to bring to the notice of the scholars and educationists
appointed on the higher posts to decide the syllabus in such a manner th'ut the new-comers
may be taught in the sequence of easier to the difficult texts, as Adi Sankara must have
tried while writing his commentary on the Prasthdna-trayi.
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...the Upanisadic Rsis were never totally against the spiritual ideal of the early vedic
seers, but on the contrary, they drew upon and continue the philosophical and spiritual
traditions established or realized by the early vedic seers of the sarhhita portion.””*

guitg Tagrm it glo e dto gfted =1 F o 7 @ T

The veda is to us essentially spiritual in its original character and its message. We
concern ourselves with the question whether the Upanisads really continue the vedic
tradition or are radical departure from it. We have seen that the sages of the Upanisads not
only uphold the ancient traditions and return to the authority of the vedic seers time and
again for confirmation and approval of their realizations, but go on to enlarge and develop
what is contained in the vedas in seed form.”
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Upanisads and the Puranas

Prof. N. Gangadharan %

Among the literatures of the world, the Vedas stand foremost in their antiquity and
subject matter. Upanisads, forming the concluding part of the Vedas are acclaimed as the
earliest documented matter relating to the highest philosophical truth, namely, the Brahman
and its relationship with the individual selves and the universe. According to a popular
statement the Vedas have to be amplified with the help of the Purdnas. Hence, there is no
wonder that there is close relationship between the Vedas and the Puranas. Since the
Upanisads form the concluding part of the Vedas, we notice the impact of the Upanisads on
the Puranas also in the chapters devoted to philosophical topics. Although Isa, Kena Katha,
Prasna, Mundaka, Mandikya, Taittiriya, Aitareya, Chandogya and Brhadaranyaka are
recognized as the ten principal Upanisads, there are more than hundred Upanisads classified
under different groups such as the Vaisnava Upanisads, Saiva Upanisads, Yoga Upanisads
etc. Though the word Sruti is used to denote a quotation from the Upanisads, occasionally
we find subtle reference to a particular Upanisad. Besides these the Puranas make use of the
Upanisadic statements in order to emphasize some philosophical truth without reference to
the particular Upanisad from which the matter has been drawn. There are explanations of
some other statements from the Upanisads. Since it is impossible to make an exhaustive
treatment of the topic in this short note, it is proposed to give here a bird’s-eye view of the
Upanisadic content in the Puranas.

Along with the word Veda, we find the use of the word Upanisad in the Puranas. It
indicates clearly that the two words do not have the same connotation. Hence we tind
expressions such as AT SNUMSlEEar where T stands for the three Vedas and the

* Professor-Deptt. of Sanskrit, University of Madras, Director, Anantcharya Indological
Research Institute, Bombay (Ex.) Maharashtra
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Upanisads spoken distinctly. While the intention of the former is the worship of gods such
as Indra and others, that of the latter is the inquiry into philosophical-truth. Although we do
not find the explanation of the term ‘Upanisat’ in the Puranas, the term has been employed
in the sense of essence as in 3fd H=IfT9e wMEtwM (Bhagavata VIL 1, 17). It gets
corroborated by the statements such as JgEa o @& (Santi 299, 13). It is also used in
the sense of hidden as in the usage TRIINE (Matsyapurana 248, 73). In fact the hidden
learning refers to Brahmavidya or learning pertaining to knowledge of Brahman.

We find the expression—aefa W wAggeat °f  SFWETE, in the
Kedarakhanda (11, 61) in the context of the description of the rising of Goddess Laksmi
from the churning of the milky ocean. Here obviously the word % denotes the
Kenopanisad. In the Visnupurana (VI. 5. 65) and the Brahmapurana (233.62-63) there is a
reference to two divisions of learning—Para and Apara according to the Atharvanisrutl.
This idea is expressed in the Mundakopanisad 1.1.4 belonging to the Atharvaveda. It may
be mentioned here that the Lingapurana 1.86, 51-55 draws profusely from the
Rudrahrdayopanisad (28-32a) an expanded version of this view.

3 o afemed f v < wem

U T Sl A9ear a1

ATHA ST TTE G ETa S HTereh: |

e whear sreRtot freedd B T@ 91N

wAferst o forem werthfa e

Tegee AEUTEIHS qeauie] |

ATRIEASHIS AGUIUR SUTTH

AT o TETeE TEarerdr: 1

reyt dewy o WrEfaafSan)

FeqgsuTiagss diae wat Tyl |

In Setumahitmya (35.48) there is a reference to Jabalopanisadmantra relating to five

mantras on wearing the tripundra. Though this matter is not found in the Jébﬁlopar}isad, we
find it in the Brhajjabalopanisad. While describing the greatness of Lord Siva, the
Kiirmapurana (11.39.20) mentions the AtharvaSiras. Moreover we find here the statement
that proficiency in the AtharvaSiras has been prescribed as a requisite for brahmins for
being fit for §riddha (I1.21.5). We notice repeated mention in the Pur@nas that the forester
should be proficient in Rudradhydya and Atharvasiras. Incidentally, we may mention that a
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version of the first part of the Atharvasiras is found in the Lingapurana (1.2.19). The
Garudapurana (1.48.53756) and Agnipurana (96. 40-43) lay down the muttering of the
Atharvasiras. We find reference to the muttering of the Brhadaranyakopanisad in the

Brahmapurana (219.61).
Besides the above references, we notice Upanisadic passages quoted in different

contexts in the different Puranas without mentioning their sources. We find the cxprcssion_
FUTEl SR QT el aeeeay e |
AW dge  IREwEr Wadl |
in LingaPurana 1.91.49-50 and Agnipurana 372.27. This is Mundakopanisad ILii.4.
Again the expression——?il?ﬁ T Fred=d g9 H99 98 in the Lingapurana [.28.18; I1.18.27
is same as Taittiriyopanisad 2.4.1. Similarly the expression wd @fead §&T in the same
Purana (1.28.21b) is from the Chandogyopanisad 3.13.1. Again the expression - 3TATH R
wrfeat WSUTT favaystt Qo™i W®UT  in the same Purana (1.16.35) s

Svetasvataropanisad 4.5 partly and the expression
UTTUTEIRUITa gl Fditsarl afy ggeq  Ta:|
JYIADIY: W YUIHSRUT 7 AEAgG 7 o Flgiiedl |
¥ dg W4 7 9 Uddy HgeE UEY WeT<Hl |
in the same Purana (1.88. 40-41) is an expansion of the Svetasvataropanisad 3.19 and
wed: woTaE aq wearstERmET|
wda:  gfmeeid R RmRT
in the same Purina (1.88.43) is same as ﬁ\*ctuﬁ;v;mm)pnnis'zni 3.16. Then the
expression STETEAT Taaeat g TremuR s in the same Purina (1.86.624 and 11.235b)
is same as Mahanarayanopanisad 11, 8 and 3Tfeel & a0 3TN & in the same Purana
(I1.22.40) is found in the Taittirtyopanisad 1.14, | and Mahanarayanopanisad 12.3. Then the
expression
g dlgwrtaifgvaemaed Wedl
et R e wud W Wil
guw gEaet g ogie wefr R
in the same Purana (1.86.62b. 66b. 67a and 11.23.6a) is sume as Brahmopanisad 3 (Cf.
Brhadaranyakopamsad 4.17). The passages
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TTSFTEHTAT U Tt |
W WEld HIesw oAt |
ot e fafg WOt e g
et EmElivay e

in the Garudapurana (1.442.6.8) are verses from the Kathopanisad 1.3.13; 1.3.3 and
1.3.9 Then the verse

LEECaE L Q?lé?ma"{ ge:
TAqeeR AT At afeesfa e adq)

in AgniPurana 372.29 is from the Kathopanisad 1.3.16.

Besides the above quotations, as already noted, the Lingapurana summarizes the
Athurvuﬁix‘(»;;z}xliszlcl (1-4 and a part of the 5th) in I1.17.4-24; 18-1-26 and 34 describing the
greatness of Siva. An adaptation of the description of the appearance of the Supreme Being
as a Yaksa in Kenopanisad khanda 3 is found in the Lingapurana 1.53.55. In the description
of the Pagupatayoga the Lingapurana 11.9.53 reads the words of Yajfiavalkya to Gargi :

arfiraef< wEm TRy ya R TaTeaTd Tal g (?)
ST F T ET ST & Seh T 971 STHSTTTETT ST ST HTyTETUT - Fo K[ W F AT e € T et
VY AHHg A I uHTqarg 7 qggarta fehoeq 7 agyaria fersear
The corrupt text here on Om is an adaptation from Brhadaranyakopanisad 3.8.8.
AT WA T AfE: Y T ST
T UFAEENEEd T WAl AEgEch: ||
in the Lingapurina 1.86.97 is an echo of Mandikyopanisad (Agamaprakarana 7).
We may now cite some examples to illustrate how the Upanisadic concepts have

permeated in the Purdnas. The verses

AT AfEAl J[ERT FWIHER SEA|
wieiogem @ JoHIrREs i |
ARATATTASEE] AT SEra = |
sratr WGt STl W WA

in the Lingapuriana 1.3.13-14 explain the verse ITATHRT etc. Svetadvataropanisad 4-5.
ey i gieafatagt o
SHHUTT WorEr A FeAr fgsEeT: 1)
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in the Lingapurana 1.8.27 and WST¥T T ‘E{ﬁﬁ?ﬁl‘ﬁ o |@dal T & ete. in the
Lingapurana 1.86.20 and 3T0ﬁ1§ fawa@m™T: in the Lingapurina 1.6.23 a convey the
meaning of the verse ¥ FHUT T UNAT gHF AN YATHEY:  in
Mahanarayanopanisad 10.5
¥ W@ vat wat w fadRfy wvaw
feroammsd  wRSEY AT w0
fervanfurent fagaran favawy 3fa wya:
in the Lingapurana 1.28.9-10 explain the verse
A Wt gud g favarier s el
- feruzrsd wyar SEEE W A 9 ET e SYAe )
in Mahanarayanopanisad 10.3.

Thus this article enables us to understand the close relatipnship between the
Upanisads and the Puranas.
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UG T AFreRrt
Bo THUT FAR Il *

A HAST < wegof St A St s, &, de ok g % wu A wget ffa e
&l WEE Sita S o AR 90l # aler R e $ g9 e # TR A 9R s s,
e, IR 3R T €1 SR ool ferenf e A, 9 R e e e e aqa
&I Wi % AT waq TR w81 TEd SR weget A aremm Wy o i, SR, STRveE
3T I 3 =R Wit # i fran e, o et wh WEM-TE 16 81 W 3 9) R
¥ AEHI 1 STPA A Sl & =GR Nem § HHY: F@ 2

qaAvLH sRIFaism § oTgl wied 9% & TegT Sl & frehro o wfawfed o e
T—oRE Frehron od: wegr AStsedEr wavel! W’ U 39 dfedst @ aRws
ST 31 wfgasl % e b ot o5 faw ver g ey, srern vl ¥ woe w9 9
7 oo o ARG R SHe SHeRRebe TR § R AR STs A g1 eeh % o

N I BT ST AIHA I F AR A B B ST W % g F off u e 8139

T 3R H @R o8 o TRl T STEIET U B, 9 SN0AE e W &l ave § o
T F e SrHw N TS G R FE F wH I TE W@ A S9N 59 STere
H ‘rgaier @ ovef off Tewe ST w1 ST W W S @1 Sueg 6 TR Ay a5
AT ATAETSEION 12 SErgs U fagrai i € EeE 9R 21 98 ¥ THE T8
e F oft eifem 9 ¥ g B 39 g ¥ oo G @ Sufig W b B W €
I9fTeE % TE T TR W @l AR w0 6 fae e qwarermfe gy @ sravesd
At 2, o Tt Afees WS W STeHEH, S | SRRV S Yo & G Sed & I qn
¥ @ AT W B e 21 e % e e e srgen ard S i S SurEE
¥ e el ¥ fag Subg w1 g W TE Q) orgl wiEd SSTeaEd Sl qdn AR 6
SHEM ¥ SRR ARy St § W Ag % aeiers ol H waw A o ], 99 w-w:
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<9 ofe w1 Fmfor g & < SuPR ¥ @ W O wH| o S % A € Sufg ann
TRE Y 1 AT SEET TAT © FIF WURY sqEsiie g SUHug F =R O ¥ uRv §
T 7er

Fer & Tl T Sues fus o freuer s gu W Araaelt 1 wiawes faear wn @

S o 36t aem @ gy O @1 fafreesiaaederganuTaarsiraiaeraeret: ) g
@ = H & wed ® R Faagds e ¥ wel seeaisd w1 Fat e e

g P fifreayEeuesE, Tl w1 ol ¥ 3 59 @
Tgd® T H W & Frtatiacemersaar fam fede @ @ o 21 5w fufy 9
T L A aAwET B Tow Y 21 armeedt % w9 § vy 9 @ R 9 O o
F5 iR A o W ¥ T @ s, S, v, oW, e, R, weem, s
e ot & w7 F Frefaa e man 310 o qaifues st Ao T # 21 w9y s
B TR Sher Sufeg w1 iRt 9 T R 3 Tl o 3 R etenee &6 Wit W o
Tl ¢ Fiifr 77 eTged Feet wawd, Tl F ovel W ARG A VR T Hw 3791 Toqg
¥ foferer et 1 STV AT 0 W G A ST G W R e a Sy RO e
¢ 3 T KGRI & A W g g
TAEHT e b T OREgAT T ST g
TUAY FUIA AT AXACET AT GGUR OF @I guewo 3.2.3
%mﬁwm%ﬁmmﬁméw%mmﬁ?ﬁwm
aﬁwﬁmwmmw%m%tﬁmmﬁmwwaﬁmm‘m%%ﬁw
TE 95 R & 91 1 IR W @ e
feol weatni @ fren wedam
T A ST oty fowwvEn 1 efiomf W, 8
Tt a1 WY & W v F e o wdar sniymiea 1 wFadar ok
mwﬁwﬁﬂm%ﬁﬂmmvﬁﬁmwﬁmmu%mqmmmw?ﬁﬁiﬁ,
wmmmaﬁmsﬁmvﬂmﬁﬁ@mmwmwﬁﬁmw%ﬁ
TR Feie @R A & whar o € o 36 9% 9 ¥ a0 @ 9w 9y s &
W ST B
wﬁ&%m&ﬁ%ﬁwﬁﬁmﬁmm%wﬁwm%%m
ﬁmm,u%wmwﬁwmmﬁrmw%mm
Afee—agfemmrel w TERaRTEST afteh M FRfEs T s s,
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THY . 7o e e e ® T sua gt se © T ¥ svwen el it gt
w98 |V & § ¥ e 3t ¥ wees el e W ¥ % srade o e t—
TS Wi SHQUTeaE Y] WS ayatT el

FHITAGEN: YRR e oy aea e ) | 30 2.1.1
TS SUEE # ot T FER A e R T e Tagn W Id 6 e
T 10 T0% WEE H w0 e o e F ufem g i § v 8—
AT G RIS ST o Tl
e wlien syl 1 §) W Ut o goRAl i FRY SR W o9 @R g W
T o ST & T gowm sTevas B—
TRl gYaarsoT=l TR |
ATETAHEY A TR AT AT | F3o 1.2.23
AUEHUNG, T, T4, Tk o9 AT o= = e w3 faw sifyemd amd 8—
T TIETIET S T, W AT SErer o7 e 9o i 9 O 9 &1 Wit
T SR otfyes auw 2, fqud S UiY wwg fadwwr s Wi fE e 21 et w5
Fo € fop 1 A o 99w e e €, A ol sifue st Al W vew e §—dar
U 39 o a9 3 Taemad @1’ e el R STIER 9% 9 quie: gforararEt s
Serfrom F3 21
N FOR % SeReieyul Stee @ SN W SR §, 98 19, T iR oo =
ff FIe Bt Sufeg A @ it T 9F Wehdnl e foeg weR quen o SR
i w6l ® sfess Tar § eI F00 Y Ug FEl | R Suarnfy oW Srewl g YRR W
T el AT € e S R I8 o gl gf g gusshiafg et © fR—
ATIUTCHT ST AT 7 o YISOl aAfagial  HiSdo 3.2.4
wgEr X gt auy W e 9 qen ey o ot e R @1 s st @
T f5 e e T Y sneTeRT 9 Wit weie T 31 9 SR S o S W wgdE
B e sy A, forg ) HRne e wva goaed 112
7§ HIR TF R W A F 98 B F WA —aumaaal sgiteet aqd e
farfirag deg ot wes ol 9 § gy A A uRT FE ¥ % fae u fRw
5 v I Toe fufg 7 & Wi 39 R o Sulog 1 IS TRl AT Wl qUed aer
FOR T A B RO AT QN AET e € %1 g ST et T g 8 Rt @
fF 3 wEE B TYYE BN ¥ g9 | 39 O g ¥ oo ¥ fau ok fRd veR @
IFER T T T B gE=AR Y gt @ ww ® = fog eddewomm
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T 3 Ta=mat @

Blo HIAT HIAGT *

oAy dfed w1 wog T oAEted QW wEell % deidd e @ Sl
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e, ATARTETAFEETREEOAe FaaTurad el Hl STt ye: |
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Teremamie AT TF T S, ... |
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The Sruti 3SR from Philosophical
Point of View

Dr. Shailaja S. Bapat *

Introduction :

‘arsTHent’ ClTEagTerRcTeR™ T gt WSl: YUl §8dr: |

3T Sl USRI WETAAT e eTas s | |
AR UG, (4.5)
It is interpreted by Vedantins and Sarhkhyas in different ways. Sarmkhyas interpret the
passage ‘aTSIieht....] with reference to Pradhana principle while Vedantins interpret the
same as the supra-power of the Lord. Therefore, there arises a doubt as to which is the
acceptable interpretation and which is the non-acceptable interpretation? Present paper

!

makes an effort to evaluate the two interpretations of the passage, TSR ...

Samkhya’s Interpretation

The Sruti ‘STSI ... from the TR IS is known as one of the Upanisadic
sources of Sarhkhya Philosophy. This Upanisad is also called a Samkhyopanisad.'
Vachaspati Mishra a famous Commentator in his commentary called Wﬁﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁ on the
iGN of ST, performs Mangala in the similar words of the same Sruti passage.?
This passage describes the Sarmkhya principle, i.e.” Fonfeas wHfa ‘which is described by
the term ‘TNEAYFAFHN ‘which means three Gunas of the Prakriti. The passage also adds
further that the Prakriti originates different evolutes of its similar nature. The passage, in
addition to that, makes mention of other important principle i.¢. 389 who is the one and the

* Reader, Deptt. of Sanskrit and Prakrit, University of Pune, Pune, Maharashtra
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enjoyer. He is different from the Prakriti and it evaluates and he, after realising his own
nature, becomes free from the Prakriti, the enjoyed one by Him. Accordingly, expressions
in the same passage also occur with little difference in the WGIRIERTI®

Vedantin’s Interpretation :

Vedantins hold different view regarding the interpretation of the passage, ‘TSIHG....".
Their view can by understood in the S®&IgS's of Badarayana. ‘S&Tgd's, are one of the main
sources of Vedanta system. There are four chapters of the ‘S&R[¥’s. In the first chapter of
the ‘SI&TYH's, Badarayana attempts at an establishment of proper word-meaning relationship
among the Sruti passages. Therefore, it is called "@H=IEAR' | In this Adhyaya, the padas
(words) from the Srutipassages under consideration, are of different types such as padas i.e.
words occurred in the Sruti passages are also used in the common language. For example
words like ‘Jyoti’ ‘Akasa ‘Prana’ etc. have common meaning. Jyoti means light, Akasa
means sky and ‘Prana’ means air. These words do not convey any technical meaning as
such. Therefore, when common person (i.e. disciple) comes across these common words in
the I9WEs, may understand these words by their common meanings.

Similarly, there are other types of words which are not used in common language, but
words such as ‘Avyakta’, ‘Mahad’, ‘Aja’ are used in the technical senses in the IUfSEs
and in the Sarhkhya Philosophy as well. Because of the use of words in the SUf®gs have
similarity with the use in the common language and in the philosophical treatises, a genuine
question can be raised as, do the different usages of these words mean the same in the
IUMYE in the common language and in the philosophical works? Badarayana tries to solve
this question about the meanings of the same words used in the SUM9<s and the literature
which is different from the SUf®Ss, in the TH-ATEAR. Badarayana has considered in the
fourth part of H=ATEAN the use of technical words in the Srutis which are also used in the
philosophical works. As present paper takes into consideration the Sruti passage
‘STSITHST ........it would be proper to pay attention to the ‘Camasadhikarana’ in the fourth part
of the TH-ATEAM™. In this 3YHIU there are three shitras viz. 1. Chamasavadavisesat 2.
Jyotirupakrama tu tatha Hyadhiyata eke’ 3. Kalpanopade$icca Madhvadiveda virodhah’.
Bidarayana has forwarded the reasons to determine the meaning of the $ruti. ‘STSTHH....]
There is the oldest commentary available to us by Shankara on the S&IYH s. Therefore it
would be easier to understand Badarayana’s passage ‘STSTHeI...." in the light of Shankar’s
ARRERHATHTATS.

Shankara in his commentary, explains the passage 3TSTHeh(...' as it should not be
y p g )
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understood in the specific sense, because there is no reason to determine the meaning of the
term 3TST with reference to Prakriti or Pradhana principle of the Samkhya Philosophy. It’s
specifice meaning is explained by the similar example from the TEIROIRAMEG. (2.2.3).
The passage ‘‘sTaiffaavadd Feaget:” from the FEERUFSRIAEE (2.2.3), describes the

spoon in general. While there is a specific description of chamasa in this passage, ‘Idam
tacchira esa hyarvagbila §chamasa urdhvabudhnah’ from the T@T@Wﬂﬁqﬁﬂi (2.2.3)

In the same manner, the term 39T is explained with its specific meaning in the ¥
‘Jyotirupakrama tu tathd hyadhiyata eke.” Shankara interprets the specific meaning of the
term 31T in this ¥ He referes to the passage, ‘“Yadagneh rlipam tejasastadrikpam
yacchuklam tadapam yet krsnam tadannasya— from the ‘@l’fﬂ“ﬁqﬁlﬂi (6.3.1). It means
# has red form of 3T Light, white form of 3T3&q Water, black form of 3fgq Food
or Prthivi. Here in this passage the terms U@, ‘YA and FT are used specifically with
reference to the forms of cause of beings, while the same are used as the causal properties
in the secondary sense. The specific meaning of the term ‘ST in the passage ‘STSITEL... is

described as the supra power of the Lord in the passage | WF@TW YA
W’{ﬁﬁ'ﬂ@ﬂ{ from the YIATIER mﬁqq (1.3). It is called ‘=@R™T and the Lord is called Wﬁﬂ
in the remaining verse, R g W fFar-fae § HR¥aW from the YIARTAIANE (4.10).

Thus, the IUYEs maintain that subtle causal state is of the three forms viz. Lohita,
Shukla and krsna. It is the causal power dependent on the Lord for the creation of the
beings. The same is described metaphorically as ‘379 in the passage ‘3TSHI...." Having
understood the intention of the 34f%Ts, Badarayana in the ¥ ‘Teeieamcee (1.4.3) puts
it in nutshell. Shankara elaborates the meaning of this siitra in the following lines—
TUTERUETEH|  UTHIEUERT e emTio:  Jireaeel  SRalsurad § @l 9l
HrEgATuTReAn .. A & fa wivarm 'k fagatal (page 148)

Having taken into account the different interpretations of the passage ‘STomHeT ....'by
the Samkhya philosophers and the Vedantins, it would be proper to evaluate the two-fold
interpretations of the Sarkhyas and the Vedantins.

Evaluation of the two interpretations :

Sarkhyas interpret the term ‘ST as Pradhana, which is of three Gunas. The
interpretation of the term ‘3T in this sense seems apparently sound. However, there arises
a doubt about the interpretation of an adjective of ‘ST as AEAYFAFOEFI. In view of
the Sarhkhya System the term @f&d refers to IS U1 the term YR refers to WX T and
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the term ™0 refers to THY, '{I'JT Therefore ‘3T means Pradhana of the nature of ﬁ'{[“ls.
However, three Gunas are always enumerated in the irreversible order i.e. U<, &Y and
THY, This order of FUs will be disturbed if they would be described in the order of
"NRAYFAFHT, as enumerated in the passage ‘STSIH.....] -

Furthermore, Sarhkhya interpretation of the term 3T, in the sense of Pradhana
principle, becomes inconsistent with other verses in the Wﬂ'ﬁqﬁ'ﬂﬁ In addition to that
Samhkhya-interpretation of the term 3TST in the sense of Pradhana principle contradicts the
passage T&H....." from the m’ﬁqﬁﬂi (6.3.1) On the other hand, according to vedantins,
the interpretation of the term ‘3TST is used in general in the passage 3TSTTHL...... Therefore-
there is doubt about the meaning of the term ‘3STT. The expressions ‘AEAFAFN" etc. in
the passage ‘STSTHHI..." are similar to the expressations I&™...." which described the cause
of origination of the ¥ds. Therefore, there arises a doubt about the meaning of the term
‘313[' whether it is Pradhana principle or TSI the cause of the ¥ds having three fold forms.
In this regard, Shankara determines the meaning of the term ‘37T as a <&, by employing
the interpretation rule as TEfETET & Higrere fmae =omeei 14

As it has been taken into account of the two important views accepted by the ancient
Samkhya tradition and the Vedanta tradition of the interpretation of the Vedas. It would be
proper now, to think about the reasons for the basic differences between the two traditions
of the interpretation of the Vedas.

In addition to that, Samkhyas want to assert the inferred knowledge of the principles
by means of the Hfs. Samkhya s approach toward #fds, makes it clear that Sarhkhyas
maintain 3TTH UHI as the source of the knowledge of the subtle pnn01ple, while SSHHTI
ie. #fds justify the inferencial knowledge. Sarikhyas try to strengthen the knowledge of the
Sarhkhya-principles on the basis of the #fds.’ Sarhkhyas want to establish their own
d()ctrines,' however they do not take interest in the establishment of validity of the Vedas.
Vedantins on the other hand do not establish any doctrine as such. Vedantins have made
genuine efforts for determining the meaning of the Vedic passages. They interpret the 9gs
with the academic purpose. HIHI®ehs want to achieve the determinate meaning for both
ignorant and the learned one.® Therefore, Vedantins determine the meaning of the 9Ts by
establishing the harmony of all the 9gs. According to them validity of the dgs depends
upon the harmony of the meaning of the 9<s as the 9", the Ultimate Reahty Regarding
the passage ‘STSTH@I...” Vedantins determine the meaning of the term the ‘31T in the light

of other s e.g. SIRFAMMG, Therefore, it can be said that Sarhkhya interpretation of the
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gfds has its own limitations. Sarhkhyas do not take into consideration consistency of entire
fa literature. They satisfy themselves with the primary meaning of the Vedas. They do not
think about the consistancy of the meaning in relation with other relevant Hfd passages.
While vedantins attempt at an important task of the interpretation of the meaning in the
context of entire gfd literature. They interpret doubtful passages and establish their
coherence with other fds. Because of their holistic approach towards gfd  literature
Vedantins lay down their deep influence on the science of Vedic interpretation and remain
for ever on the top of the other systems of Indian Philosophy.
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Omkara as depicted in the major
Upanisad of the Atharvaveda

Dr. Shweta S. Kaluekar *

The Upanisads are the perennial spring of strength and creativity, universally
acknowledged as the main source of Indian philosophy, metaphysics, ethics and moral
sciences. They constitute a high water-mark of mature thinking and beatific vision,
highlighting the philosophical aspects of Brahman, Jiva, Jagat and Moksa.

Orikara or Pranava is a topic dealt with in almost all the principal Upanisads, which
repeat from time to time the efficacy of medtation by means of the supreme symbol “Om’.
The actual means of meditation which a spiritual teacher imparts to his disciple is described
unanimously in the Upanisads as being the symbol Om. Moreover, Om is described as not
merely the supreme means of meditation but also as the goal to be reached by the
- meditation itself.

In the present paper, an humble attempt is made to discuss the aspects of Ormkara or
Prapava as depicted within the horizons of the three principal Upanisads of the Atharvaveda
viz. PraSnopanisad, Mundakopanisad and Mandiokyopanisad. Though these three Upanisads
belong to the same veda, Omkara is dealt with in a distinct manner in each of these and is
replete with depths of thought and expression.

Omkara in the Mandukya Upanisad

Mandukya Upanisad, a short Upanisad of Atharvaveda, deals primarily with Orhkira
and its importance in the spiritual life of an individual. This Upanisad, although bearing the
name of a §akha of Rgveda, is generally recognised as belonging to the Atharvaveda.

* Research officer, Deptt. of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit, M.S. University, Vadodara, Gujarat
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Within its smallest compass, it establishes Orikara as the best or the most appropriate
eplthet for Aksara Brahman. It avers the great vedic dictum pertaining to Orhkara.

afraeerfi wdm |

Orikara is stated to be beyond the limits of time (Famrdid) ie. beyond past, present

and future and it is described as the only truth beyond time.
TeuTACTehTeTldld TEwgR Tl

The famous vedic dictum (Mahavakya) 3THHTHT & 2 is explained in this Upanisad.
Atma is said to possess four feet—3TaHIHT SIgWTAl 2 and the four feet of Atman are
identified with the matras of Pranava or Ormkara. It states that the Brahman and the Atman
are the forms of Orhkara : @rmwwmuﬁgrﬁsrm UreT HIEAT HEwE el 3R
IHRT TR ‘s'f?ﬂ Mandikya Upa. 8

Mandiokya Upanisad supplies us with a unique exaltation of ‘Om’ and its spiritual
significance. We are told that Om consists not merely of the three morae A U M—which is
clearly evident, but it contains also a fourth mora-less i.e. Nirvedesa. It brings forth the
correspondence of the parts of Om viz. A, U, M, and mora-less with the four states of
consciousness viz. Jagrat, Svapna, Susupti and Turiya, and with the kinds of soul viz
vai§vanara, Taijasa, Prajiia and Atman respectively.

This topic is dealt with in detail in the GaudapadaKarika on mandukyopanisad by
Gaudapadacarya. But I restrict myself to the boundaries of the Upanisads of Atharvaveda
only. In this Upanisad, each matra of mora of Orhkara is assigned with a particular function
and hence it is identified with different states of existence. :

The first matra or morae ‘37 (A) being the beginning helps the individual who knows
it to attain his desires

TR ATATISERT: TOrAT AIHATSSTRICHTaTgT AN § S Walharriaye
wafa o wd A€l 9

One who knows the second morae ‘v’ T leads a person to the highest knowledge

with nobody void of knowledge in his family

mwﬂﬁaum&ﬁmmm@w@ﬁg%mﬁmwﬁ
reETsElfacpel wafa @ @ a8 10

One who knows the third matra of Omkara as ‘M* & which is the measurmg limit of
the world, knows the truth of the world and has the capacity to dissolve everythmg within

him.
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These three morae of Omkara viz A-U-M can be related to the concept of trinity
observed by us in our day to day life viz. origin, sustenance and dissolution. Universe is
said to be three-dimensional. Time is also divided three fold—past, present and future. The
qualities are also three—Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. There are three aspects of physical
body—Length, width and height. Svaras are grouped into three—(1) Hrasva, Dirgha and
Pluta (b) Udatta, Anudatta and Svarita—Vyahrtis are three bhu, Bhuvah and svar—dities
are three Brahma, Visnu and MaheSa, if trinity is considered. Similarly Brahman or the
supreme reality is expressed in the three morae of Omkara.

The last mora-less part of Omkara is free from action and is the pacifier of the
miseries of the world. It is auspicious and the non-dual self. It leads an individual towards
the knowledge of the self and final beautitude.

TvEgiserag: sy fratsga TamigR oNde Siavrere e g
e A2 9 U A€l 12

Thus, here we find both the Nirankara (formless) and Sakdra (with form) aspects of
Brahman enumerated. Omkara is portrayed both as the means 1.e. one that leads to the final
entity, as well as, the supreme entity itself. Nowhere else, as in the Mandukya Upanisad, do
we find such an exaltation of Om and the great values for spiritual life of meditation by
means of that symbol.

Omkara in the Mundakopanisad

Mundakopanisad deals with a wide range of subjects apart from Omikara or Pranava.
This knowledge is imparted by Maharsi Angira to the sage Saunaka while discussing the
cosinological aspect i.e. the origin and dissolution of the world duc to Brahman. Pranava is
explained there as a means to the attainment of supreme reality.

Omkara is known as Pranava in this Upanisad. Pranava means Pra-nava ie.
Prakarsena Navah, ‘extremely novel’. In true sense a new dimension to Omkara is given
here as Pranava. Ormkara is also known as Udgitha in the chhindogya Upanisad.

gy Sgritergurdta ]|

Om is immutable. Udgitha means that which is sung loudly (Uccaih giyate iti) Om is
identified with udgitha and Pranava in chhindogya Upa. 1.5.1.5 and Maitri Upa. 6.4 :

T I@MT : | yurEr a: yord: W gt |
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Om is chanted ditferently in all the four vedas for eg. In Rgveda Om is both svarita
and udatta—FAATET TehTaT H|
In yajurveda Om is all udatta—WaaT THIGT IKFHRT|
In Sz‘mmveda Ornkara being long (Dirgha) Udatta is known as Udgithaw?na‘élﬁ"l?
TR SR AT
In Atharvaveda Orhkara is short udatta—W{ITSTT TERIAT el rgrdag|
In the following verse of Mur_xdalkopan‘isad we find a graphic depiction of Orkara as
a means of obtaining Brahman i.e. supreme reality.
UTAT &F: IR ST Tl qecteagead |
YU AFeH  IHETHAl WAl IL i 4

Here Pranava is portrayed as the bow and Atman as an arrow, the target being
Brahman. One who hits the target i.e. Brahman with an unerring mind, with Pranava being
the bow, merges or is unified with the target viz. Brahman, just as the arrow enters the
target. Here through this metaphor, Pranava is established as the means to achieve the
highest goal in life.

Through this verse we are told how devotion is necessary for the whetting of the joint
of the arrow, how concentrated attention and undistracted efforts are necessary for making
the arrow of the soul pierce the target of Brahman and how, finally, the arrow is to become
so abscribed in the target that it ceases to exist as a separate entity. This metaphor of the
arrow and target, is a novel concept brought forth by the Mundaka Upanisad which most
fittingly depicts the communion of the lower and the higher selves to bring to an end the
existence of duality.

Similar concept is put forth in the eighth chapter of Bhagvadgita where Om is both
the Dhyeya and Dhyina i.e. the goal as well as the means to attain that goal.

AaeRIg F@T AR, AT
: WAT 9 9% | arfa Ut Al SrimadBhagvadgita VIIL. 13
Similarly Omkira is also described as one which destroys darkness and brings in
auspiciousness when the supreme reality, residing within us is meditated upon as Om. Here

in the following verse of Mundakopanisad, we are appealed to meditate on the Atman

identified with Om.
3T 39 TATH WEAT I MEH: | NS TgHl SEH: |
e soey ST Wfed & U™ daHH:  uvErell IL il 6
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The same idea is also converged by the Taittiriya Upanisad of Krsna Yajurveda
which identifies Om with Brahman : anfufa &1=T 1.8.1
Similarly, in Kathopanisad of Krsna Yajurveda significance of Omkara is highlighted :
¥ e gwenat aui fo welftn = agef
Tfes-ar sererE =i a9 e 9UeT st 1.2.15
TAgIael a8 TWadasl el
TAGIATER AT A Afeesia a  adl | 1216
As in the Mundakopanisad, here also it is said, that Omkira is everything. It is
Aksara Brahman and the highest goal to be achieved by those desirous of salvation. It is
described as the wish-fulfiller i.e. One who knows it attains whatever is desired and hence it
is rightly said :
S faguga Tl samaf=r aifim: |
HAS WS ©d Herd TAT AH: 1)
In Srimadbhagavadgiti, Lord Sri Krsna also identifies himself as Pranava among all
Vedas : WOTG : WAARY.....VIL. 8.
Thus, Mundakopanisad presents before us the gist of all other Upanisads and vedantic
doctrines on the aspect of Omkara.

Ormnkara in the Prasnopanisad

The same concept is further explained in Prasnopanisad, where one whole chapter i.e.
Prasna Upa. V., is dedicated to Ombkira.

The moral efficiency of meditation by means of Om is brought out in the
Prasnopanisad, where Saibya Satyakama inquires of his precepter Pippalada, as to what
happens to a man by his continuing to meditate by means of that symbol *Om’ till the hour
of his death. Maharsi Pippalada answers that Orikara Itself is para (Higher), as well as,
Apara (lower) Brahman and hence a person constantly meditating on I, attains this

Brahman :
T O o el ARSI g araesaea=3tai | V. 2
Similarly Orhkara is considered as the designator or indicator of I§vara as it is said in
the Yogasiitras of Patafijali 7% dT<leh: WOta:1 |, 27
Similar concept is enunciated in Srimadbhagavadgita, where ‘Om Tat Sat’ is declared
as the temple designation of Brahman.
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Omnkara is thus identified with Brahman. The preceptor Pippalada further says
(Prasnopanisad V. 1-5) that a man who meditates on Om is relieved of his sins and by the
power of his chants, he is lifted to the higher world. Then discussing on the three morae of
Omkara—A U M, it is said that, though different, they are related to each other. By
meditating on the one, two, or three of the morae of the Orhkara, the aspirant of Moksa
achieves different worlds through Rg. Yajus and Sama hymns respectively. It is through
Ornkara, says sage Pippalada, that a person attains the para-brahma-loka i.e. the abode of
the Supreme Reality which is full of peace immutable, fearless and the best.

EARE G I RS e ine S 1R e e R Co i |
AHIRRUIEEATA T fagrorresaaeragaawe ol a1 v. 7

Thus, from the above discussion, it is well understood that in all the three major
Upanisads of the Atharvaveda viz. PraSnopanisad, Mundakopanisad and Mandukyopanisad,
Omkdra is depicted as both the means of attaining the Supreme reality, as well as, the
Supreme Reality itself. The concept being the same, the unique style of expression in each
of the above mentioned Upanisads attracts the minds of not only scholars; but also of
laymen and therein lies the importance of the concept of Orhkara.

O
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Conceptualisation of Manas in Early Vedanta

Dr. Prakash Pandeya *

MANAS 1s considered to be one of the most complicated and almost nonperceptible
principle of human organism. In the history of philosophical thought, a number of theories,
regarding the nature of mind (if we take as synonymous with MANAS), have been
propounded, though some of these are still having complications. If we leave aside all
complications of psychological analysis of mind, the metaphysical theories regarding the
nature of mind can be summed up roughly, in three points—

(a) In perceptual theories of mind, it is defined in terms which regard to mind as best of
most known through, possible aquaintance with its nature, by the given metaphysical
theories, depending upon ‘introspection” or ‘intution’ to bring about an easy or immediate
aquaintance with mind. The so called animism could help these theories, providing the
observations or perceptions of certain interesting processes within oneself. These processes
include a number of human feelings, embody many interests and characterize many of the
activities of oneself. These activities are closely connected with the whole process of the life
of organism. Afterall it is our body in whose fortunes each one of us is keenly interested.
That which produces all these interests, vitalizes the body and forms a centre of his own
apparent world for cach one of us—this is the mind. And then mind strives and longs. It feels
pain and pleasure. It prospers as the body prospers and suffers as body suffers.

(b) In predominantly conceptual theories, mind is either conceptualised as abstractly
rational or as more inductive conceptual phenomenon as interpreted in the so called
empirical psychologics of that time when these theories flourished.

(¢) In theories making use of the cognitive process of interpretation, mind is an object
to be known through interpretation. While its manilestations lie not merely in the fact that it
* Asstt. Director, Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, Delhi
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controls or processes an organism, but in the fact that whether through or part from ap
organism it expresses its purposes to other minds. Hence, it not merely has or is a will that
manifests or makes comprehensible its will, and not merely lives in and through itself, as a
monad or substance; but is.in essence a mode of self-expression which progressively makes
itself known either to its fellows or to minds above or below its grade.

So mind, as a central organ of cognitive process or synthetic energy of consciousness
or emboding manifesting principle of volition has been interpreted in given metaphysical
theories, and accepted as a proper corresponding term for Upanisadic MANAS, is not
elucidated as it is conceptualised as a synthetic character. While in early Upanisads
MANAS is interpreted in its pure and discriminative character. It may be primitive
interpretation for modern psychologists, but has been accepted and entertained by Ancient
medical scientists uniformly and no contradiction or interruption, in this regard is found on
record in our recollections, so far.

Early Upanisads, while interpreting the nature of spiritual element (atman), had to
face the problems regarding its state of pure consciousness. They had observed processes of
monadic nature of pure consciousness, which the Sarhkhya school of philosophy had been
later, cristalized. If the pure consciousness is monadic in nature, how can the acts of
distinguishing or determinatory capabilitics, longings be interpreted because all these are
lucid reflections of consciousness. None of these can be understood or even conceptualised
without conscious principle. So, conceptualisation of MANAS gained ground as a golden
mean between the pure-conscious principle and the processes flourised by it. Pra$na
Upanisat says ‘The constituents of a living entity are —vital process of life (i.e., Prana,
vydyna, apana, udidna and Samina); senses of vision, hearing speaking and fecling: skin,
flesh, veins and ncrves, bones, marrow and the MANAS."™

In this conception the MANAS represents the conscious element which is not
enumerated in aforesaid constituents of body. The same Upanisad further says-—"The Prana
tattva or vital force of life or spiritual cmbodiment is produced from pure-conscious
principle. This spiritual embodiment pervades in the humin body like that of shadow. This
pervasion or manifestation of consciousness in the body takes place only when it gets
MANAS as its substratum.” In an olt-quoted illustration — ‘ratharapaka’ of Katha Upanisad
(1/3) MANAS is conceptualised as a bridle or controling instrument of organic processes and
also in processed or controlled by its another dimention—BUDDHL “the principle of
determination’. In this instance MANAS scems (o be an uncoscious principle vitalised by a
conscious element; but in forthcoming lines the principle of determination (buddhi) becomes
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synonymous with the principle of skill (vijfiana) while vijiana replaces MANAS and
becomes bridle of horses of sense organs (vide Katha 1.3.9). Again all these three principles
(buddhi, vijiana, MANAS) are illustrated in one term—sattva ‘the energy of existence.””

The Prasna Upanisad (4.2) illustrates the subordinative nature of the faculties of
knowledge as well as action. It also elucidates the conception of MANAS as centre of the
organism through the following words—*at the time of sun-set the rays of sun gather into
and unified with the sphere of light, and during the sun-rise those very rays come out of the
sphere again and again. Similarly, all the activities of the senses consolidate in the supreme
illumined centre MANAS and that is why one, who is in the state of slumber, does not have
activities like hearing, seeing, smelling tasting etc. yet his sleeping is acknowledged.” This
conception of MANAS the centre of organic life gradually elaborated hence, MANAS is
not considered as an organ but the centre for exposition of spiritual element in early
Vedanta.

Taittiriya Upanisad allocates this centre in the physical body—*‘The conscious
principle (Purusa) consisting of MANAS (manomaya) is seated in the space of internal void
of heart. He is cternal, he is illumined* In thé Upanisadic enigmatic epithet of Tajjalan
(=Brahman), it 1s claborated that if the absolute Brahman, considers to be extrovert, desires
to expose the universe and wishes to be creater, he becomes manomaya—synthesised with
MANAS and then he manifests his great universal form where the forces of life (Prana
Sarirah) are his body. the illumination is his visibility (bhartipah), his volitions are ever
achieved (satyasankalpa), he is the supreme doer (sarvakarma), the supreme desirous
(sarvakdmah) smells all (sarvagandhah), tastes all (sarvarasaita) and what more he is the all
pervading.” The same Upanisad further says—‘MANAS is the abode of all interests of
self*, while Brhadaranyakopanisad illustrates MANAS as flourishing centre of all ideas.’
‘The entity of which (self-—the synthetic conscious principle) is desire, seat is heart,
MANAS is the illuminative principle® Brhadaranyakopanisad suggests modes or
dimensions of MANAS when it says—"longing, volition, doubt, determination, uncertainty,
modesty, thought, fear are nothing but MANAS.”

Aitareya upanisad culminates the indefinite character of MANAS in a passage which

runs as follows—

‘Who is that aunan whom we worship, in which form can we percieve, is that by
whom the self percieves visible ones, by whom listens, by whom smells the fragrances, by
whom speaks the speeches, by whom determines bad or good taste, that is this heart-the
MANAS is that. Right conception (sanjiiana) illusive perception (ajfiana), distinctive
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rudence (prajiiana), mental vigour (medha), oblation (isti) resolution

knowledge (vijiiana), p
(dhrti), wisdom (mati) consideration (manisd), instigation (juti), remembrance (smrti),
Volition (sanikalpa, inspiration (kratu), vital breath (asu), longing (kima), authority (vasa)
all these are mere modes or dimensions (namadheyani) of Prajiiana, principle of dicernment
or feeling, (and that is, none other than the MANAS)."

These illustrations conceptualise MANAS, in Upanisadic style of interpretation, as
centre for organic processes as well as conscious will. MANAS is also allocated, in the
physical body, according to early Upanisads, amidst a particular space or voidness in the
inner sight of heart. The MANAS is transorganic clement yet illumined centre of all
faculties of knowledge and action. No reflection of consciousness or process of cognition is
possible without it. Life excluding MANAS is nothing; but state of coma.

It is also interesting to know that this Upnisadic conception of MANAS was adopted
as such and elaborated in Ancient Indian sciences i.e. in the theories of Ancient Indian
medical science and monistic schools of Tantra in as much as they are schools of practical
metaphysics. I shall discuss it in a scparate article later.
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